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VA Agrees to Buy Land for New National Cemetery

WASHINGTON, Nov. 9--The Depart(li erty by March 2008. Once the purchgse Veterans with a discharge other than
ment of Veterans Affairs (VA) and is finalized and the cemetery design| idishonorable, their spouses and depen-
Dolington Land LP, a subsidiary of regalcomplete, initial construction will begip dent children are eligible for burial in a

estate developer Toll Brothers Inc. apdn mid 2008. national cemetery. Other burial benefits
the owner of a 205-acre site in Buck for eligible veterans include a burial flag,
County, PA, near Washington’s Crossif a Presidential Memorial Certificate and

Department of ggovernment hea(_jsto_ne or mgrker —even
sell” agreement under which VA will - if they are not buried in a national cem-
purchase for $10.5 million the site for t Veterans Affairs etery.
construction of a new national cemete In the midst of the largest cemetery
“This is a key step forward in bringin expansion since the Civil War, VA oper-
anational shrine to veterans in southe@sBurials at the new national cemetefyates 125 national cemeteries in 39 states
ern Pennsylvania,” said VAdnder Sec- | which will serve more than 580,000 vg¢tand Puerto Rico, as well as 33 soldiers'
retary for Memorial Affairs William F. erans and their families who live in thdots and monument sites.
Tuerk. “Building this cemetery is a prit area, are expected to begin in late 2408. More than 3.3 million Americans, in-
ority for VA, and we are pleased to Belndiantown Gap National Cemetery, theluding veterans of every war and con-
moving forward with our plans.” nearest open national cemetery in Penflict--from the Revolutionary War to the
With this step taken, VA expects fosylvania, is 120 miles from the site of theurrent war in Irag--are buried in VA's
complete the formal purchase of the proprew cemetery. national cemeteries.

Historic Park, have signed an “offer

MCL Detachment Renamed Vietnam Marine Veteran Buried
For Marine Killed in Iraq 40 Years After Death

A Marine Corps League Detachment in WashinionA Marine who disappeared during the Vietrnam War
state changed its name to honor the highest rankings buried after his remains were recently identified with
woman killed in Irag. DNA testing.

Whidbey Island’s Detachment 1210 was renamed theCpl. Richard W. Fisher, 20, went to Vietnam in Oc-
Major Megan McClung Marine Corps League Detaclptober 1967 and was declared missing in January 1968
ment last month, sai@huck Foster, Adjutant-Paymas{ while conducting military operations in Vietham’s Quang
ter for the Department of of Washington Marine Cofgdsam province.

League. His remains were recovered in 1994 but weren'’t posi-

McClung, 34, was a Public Affairs Officer assigned tively identified until earlier this year, the Marine Corps
| Marine Expeditionary Force Headquarters Group, bdssaid Nov. 15.
at Camp Pendleton, CA, when she was killed by a r¢ad-While he was missing, Fischer was promoted to the
side bomb Dec. 6, 2006. rank of Gunnery Sergeant. He was classified as presumed

Foster said McClung’s father belongs to the Detdchxilled in action” in 1978.
ment.




COMMANDANT’S COLUMN

Hello Marines,

First, | would like to wish al
Marines a Happy Holidays arn
prosperous New Year.

As the holiday season is upon
please keep your Marine brothe
past and present, in your thoug
and prayers. As we all know, fre
dom is not free and our Marir
brotherhood has always been 3
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will always be at the forefront @
that battle.
d | congratulate and welcon
aboard our three newest Detad
usient Marines. They ardoe
foherty, Vince HaganandLou
tBelsito.
- \We swore them in at the Dece

nidembers the past couple
months and our Detachme

Keep up the great recruitin

membership even more during t
next year.

the new year will also bring
thoughts of Officer elections i
March.

terest in serving your Detachme
please talk to any of the curre

always on the lookout for ne
blood to fill the Officer rolls. Thée
only restriction is that you be

ment.

PAYMASTER
WILLIAM L. MICKELSON

JUDGE ADVOCATE
WILLIAM E. JERROM
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COREY A. FISHER
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eber meeting. We've added six ngw
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strength is now unofficially at 51.

work and let’s try to increase oul
N

Everyone should be aware thgt

As always, if you have any in-
N medal, the message states.
n
Officers with your interest. We ate
v

Al VA
Regular Member of your detach-

As we enter the new year, | l0¢

DK

fforward to another fulfilling and

successful campaign for the Cen-

dral Bucks Detachment and the
Marine Corps League.

So, I'll sign off here and I'll see
you next year.
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GWOT-E MEDAL
ELIGIBILITY
EXPANDS

L Six countries have been added to
[list of designated areas of eligibilit
for the Global War on Terrorism EX
peditionary Medal, according to a rl
cent Corps-wide message. Allbuto
of them are in Africa.

Marines serving in Azerbaijan, Ni
geria, Sierra Leone, Senegal, Tan4a-
nia and Tunisia may be awarded the

e

The list of eligible countries hap

been expanded three times since rhe
medal’s introduction in 2004, saldt
Lt. Rob Dolan, a spokesman for th¢
Corps’ Awards Branch at Quanticq,

Despite the expanded eligibility,
Marines are allowed only one awaigd
of the medal, Dolan said.

ONLY 2 ISSUES LEFT

LISTEN UP! Seeks Editor

Someone familiar with desktop publishing is neede

edit our Detachment newsletter.
serving your Detachment as its P-R Officer, contamoh-
mandant Jim Powell (215-862-6280) oiSenior Vice
Commandant Don Geg(215-822-6898).

If you're intereste
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DECEMBER DETACHMENT MEETING

The regular meeting of the Central Bucks Detachment #636, Inc., of the Marine Corps League of
Pennsylvania, Inc., was held December 12, 2007, at the Albert E. Atkinson American Legion Post
#210, 315 North St., Doylestown, PA.

There were 19 members present including all officers. Distinguished members in attendance
includedPast Commandants Don Gee, Budd PearcandBob Sundling; andPast Comman-
dant of the Department of New Jersey Ed Hoth
TheMinutes of the November Meeting were unanimously accepted by the members.

The Paymaster's Reportwas presented byaymaster Bill Mickelson The report was unani-
mously accepted.

Sick Call: Marine Bob Cody s still recuperating at home but hopes to attend the January Meeting.
Past Commandant Bill Miller is recuperating from surgery and expects to attend the January
Meeting. Past Commandant Don Parzanese Sis on “light duty” because of his recent heart
attack.

New Members: Marines Louis D. Belsitaf Pipersville Joseph F. Doughertyof New Hope and
Vincent J. Hagenof Hatboro were unanimously accepted as members.

OFFICERS REPORTS
Commandant Jim Powellreported the Detachment had received notice of a ceremony celebrating
George Washington’s Birthday to be held at Washingtons Crossing.
Senior Vice Commandant Don GegPC, reported the Detachment strength at 51 including 22 Life
Members, 24 Regular Members, 4 Associate Members, and 1 Honorary Member.
Junior Vice Commandant Budd Pearce PC, announced he would be distributing Department
Raffle tickets at the January Meeting.
Adjutant Gary Smith reported he had received no communications from either the National or
Department organizations.
Judge Advocate Bill Jerromreported the Detachment had no legal problems.
Chaplain Ed Hoth, PDC, reported his services were available but not requested since the last
meeting.
Sergeant-at-Arms Bob Sundling PC, reported there had been no requests for the Detachment
Color Guard since the last meeting.
Quartermaster Corey Fisherreported $166.00 in Quartermaster sales.
The Public Relations Officerreported he and Quartermaster Fisher had performed a “13 Folds of
the Flag” at Central Bucks East High School for Veterans Day. He set Dec. 20 as the deadline for
submitting material for the January issud.sten Up!

NEW BUSINESS
Commandant Powell presented a Distinguished Service Medal to fQumaetermaster Bob Duff
for his decade of service as Detachment Quartermaster.

A motion was made, seconded and unanimously approved to donate $1@dibvtheelligencer’s
“Give A Christmas” fund.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sergeant-at-Arms Sundling reported six boxes of items had been sent to the troops in Iraq by his
wife Peggysince the l;ast meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting was closed until 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 9.
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PAY IT FORWARD: LCpl. Robert M. Sundling, USMCR

Leadership is a huge responsibility.; [Young Marines. About four months

is also, for some, the culmination of|aer his promotion, he was also eIev;L

life’s wish — a true love — and an ongoido captain of his soccer team. His grag

Private First Class because of his high
tank as a Young Marine.
esHe chose to become a reservist to stay

learning experience. Those few, the opémproved as his need for knowledge grgwlose to his family, despite having to

who truly love what they do and want foand his appreciation for those who tes
pass on what they have learned along|tmeatured. He became a better person.
way, are the people that make the mpsiungered for leadership responsibilitie
impact on other people’s lives.

| believe my instructoL,Cpl. Robert
M. Sundling, is one of those few. He
a Marine. Some may read that statemehe further improved his leadership skill
and wonder at what is actually meant byHe was given appropriate responsibili
it, and some might read it and think fche learned how to deal with his peer
themselves, “He is a Maring,both in and out of the unit — and |
and....what?” learned how to approach people using 1

AMarine is different from other peopl¢.and diplomacy. One of the true tests d
Eleanor Roosevelt said it best with Heleader is a person’s ability to follow wh
comment, “The Marines | have seg¢mequired.
around the world have the cleanest b
ies, the filthiest minds, the highest m K;N
rale, and the lowest morals of any gr 4(%\
of animals | have ever seen. Thank L)
for the United States Marine Corps!” \\@//
commitment to the Marines is so gr MCU
that it has spanned the majority of his I{fe
— from his first flattop at the age of fodr, LCpl. Sundling learned how to follov
joining the Young Marines at the age [of- how to appreciate another’s knowled
seven and a half to be more like his dh@yr superior rank — without bitterness
a retired Marine, enlisting in the Marinjedisrespect. With increasing responsib
Corps at the age of eighteen, to com|nties in the unit came a natural progrg
back to his Young Marine unit as an insion of strength, courage, the ability
structor — a leader. prioritize, and ever increasing self con

LCpl. Sundling attributes a majority ¢fdence. He was promoted to Gunne
his successes in the United States
rine Corps to the leadership traits ahdnit —and was awarded unit “Young M
principles he learned as a Young Marinaine of the Year.”
By his own admission, his early years Upon his graduation from high scho
with the unit were not as productive psaind the Young Marines at the age of |
they could have been and he missed ppCpl. Sundling enlisted in the U. S. Mg
portunities that he didn’t even knorine Corps, and reported to Parris Isla
about at the time because he didn’'t gnsC, for recruit training.
brace the information and instruction he He was well prepared for the introdu
was given. He went up (and down) thé¢ion to boot camp — he’d already be

in his spare time.
He was promoted to Staff Sergeant,

NG MAgy,

ranks for a few years — just getting alongtudying USMC history most of his lifd,

cptraddle an often difficult line between
Hps civilian life and his military life. His
scurrent MOS is 3043 — supply adminis-

He began to plan out activities for his ufitration/operations clerk. He plans to be

a career Marine.
indl have heard the phrase “pay it forward”
sfor some time without ever really under-
ystanding what it meant. LCpl. Sundling
5 is the epitome of that saying.
e He has taken all of the skills, the knowl-
hedge, and the training he has received
f tom others — his parents, his Young
pMarine instructors, his Marine Corps in-
structors, and his peers — and gives it back
to all of the Young Marines in my unit
every day, not just during the meetings
or events, but any time, any day, when-
ever anyone needs him. He is proud to
be a Marine. He hopes to foster the same
love and commitment he feels for the
Marine Corps in the Young Marines in
v My unit. He works hard to provide lead-
hership lessons — and life lessons — to all
Hpf the Young Marines in his charge. He
lirequires our best efforts and will accept
dqaothing less. He is decisive, influential,
tcchallenging, and not tolerant of laziness
jor disrespect. He never asks us to do
ranything he isn’t willing to do. He holds

&ergeant — one of only three ever in {hes to the same standards as he warrants

h-himself.

LCpl. Sundling told me once that he
obtarts every morning — whether he is go-
| 8ng to his civilian job or his Marine Corps
-job — by looking at his cleaned and
@ressed uniform. He thinks of what that

uniform stands for, what kind of man he
cis, and what it means to be a Marine.
byVhat it means to be a leader.
| am proud to learn from him, honored

and not really putting much effort in -he was comfortable with rank structureto have him as an instructor, and lucky to

which was indicative of his life (outsidepeople yelling at him, C-rations, his un
his family) at that point. He was lackirjgform, inspections, and the military wg
in social skills, unsure of himself, and shyof life. He was so well prepared, he
He had an epiphany of sorts when he waen got yelled at for having too mugq
promoted to Sergeant. knowledge--“What were you, some Kir
All the knowledge that he’d been eik-of crazy Young Marine?”
posed to all of those years in the YoungHe was so far ahead of the other recr
Marines suddenly made sense. He péhat most of his energy and time was
came a decisive leader — both in thpended on physical training and strg

i-have him as a constant source of inspira-

ytion in my Young Marine career. | will

fwork to follow in his footsteps, and | hope

hto one day see the pride in his eyes as |

dgraduate and am afforded the privilege
of calling myself a United States Marine.
itsemper Fidelis!

¥-Cpl. Charles A. McGrath IV

skiberty Unit Marines Unit

Young Marines and in his life outside themanagement skills. He graduated as \#illow Grove, PA

4



Support Grows for Separate Veterans Affairs Department

HARRISBURG--Support is growin
for a proposal he first introduced in 20

that would establish a separate cabir

level department to oversee veterans
fairs, according tétate Senator John

Siptroth, who introduced the hill in 2005

Siptroth said the Legislative Budg

!

paredness Committee for consideratiprerans.
5 Locally, Siptroth is asking all veterans The 189th District includes Hamilton,
ein the 189th Legislative District to conp- Middle Smithfield, Ross, Smithfield and
aplete the survey in his newsletter that ¢aportions of Chestnuthill and Stroud town-
be found online atvww.pahouse.com/| ships and Delaware Water Gap in Mon-
. Siptroth, so that he can provide betteroe County, and Delaware, Lehman, Por-
Ploutreach and inform them about impgrier and part of Dingman township in Pike

and Finance Committee issued a regotant changes to programs effecting

€ounty.

of
bd

last month saying that a Department
Veterans Affairs ought to be establish
in Pennsylvania. The committee’s stufly BALTIMORE (AP)--A grieving father
found that the federal government speJdrson a nearly $11 million verdict lag
less on veterans in the Commonwed|tinonth against a fundamentalist Kans
than in other states. church that pickets military funerals o
Pennsylvania has a Department of M|lief a belief that the war in Iraq is a pu
tary and Veterans Affairs. But, Siptrol]hishment for the nation's tolerance of h
said, “The needs of our military men afpenosexuality.
women differ greatly from those of odr Albert Snyder of York, PA, sued thg
veterans. By creating a new agency, statestboro Baptist Church for unspecifis
officials to could address veterans’ issyesamages after members demonstrate
and concerns specifically and more €fthe March 2006 funeral of his sdrance
fectively -- a new agency would help giyeCpl. Matthew Snyder, who was killed
each veteran the attention he or she [derIraq.
serves and assist in properly evaluat
his or her respective needs.” compensatory damages. It returned in
Siptroth, a Navy veteran, said a n¢wfternoon with its decision to award {
department would further improve out-million in punitive damages for invasio
reach to Pennsylvania’s 1.15 million vatof privacy and $2 million for causin
erans, whose range of issues are grpwmotional distress.
ing in number and complexity, making[it Snyder's attorne;raig Trebilcock,
taxing on service providers. had urged jurors to determine an amo
Along with the LBFC study, the staje'that says don't do this in Maryland aga
auditor general held meetings acrdsBo not bring your circus of hate to Mary
Pennsylvania that found that people |iftand again."
every region support the idea of a sepa- Church members routinely picket f
rate department for veterans and thinkerals of military personnel killed in Iral
their needs would be better served wjtand Afghanistan, carrying signs such

Pennsylvania Marine Father Wins Law Suit

Shirley Phelps-Roperand Rebecca
t Phelps-Davis were found liable for in-
agasion of privacy and intent to inflict
itemotional distress.
- Even the size of the award for compen-
osating damages "far exceeds the net worth
of the defendants," according to finan-
cial statements filed with the court, U.S.
District Judge Richard Bennettnoted.
danyder claimed the protests intruded
upon what should have been a private
ceremony and sullied his memory of the
event.

nghe jury first awarded $2.9 million im  The church members testified they are

[iellowing their religious beliefs by
Gspreading the message that soldiers are
ndying because the nation is too tolerant
h of homosexuality.

Their attorneys maintained in closing
arguments Tuesday that the burial was a
imtublic event and that even abhorrent
npoints of view are protected by the First
-Amendment, which guarantees freedom

of speech and religion.
I- Earlier, church members staged a dem-
[ onstration outside the federal courthouse.
a€hurch founder Fred Phelps held a sign

the establishment of such a departmentThank God for dead soldiers" and "Ggdeading "God is your enemy," while

“There is a groundswell of supportates fags."
growing in every corner of the statd,” A number of states have passed I3
Siptroth said. “Now is the time to maKeregarding funeral protests, and Congr
this change. A cabinet-level officiglhas passed a law prohibiting such p
would be better able to represent Pefmests at federal cemeteries. But the Ma
sylvania at the federal level and lobby fprand lawsuit is believed to be the first filg
increased funding.” by the family of a fallen serviceman.

If the plan is adopted, Pennsylvania The church and three of its leaders--

Shirley Phelps-Roper stood on an Ameri-
wean flag and carried a sign that read "God
bdmates fag enablers.”

0- Members of the group sang "God Hates
nAmerica" to the tune of "God Bless
dAmerica."

Snyder sobbed when he heard the ver-
hdict, while members of the church greeted

would join 18 states that already have Rev. Fred Phelpsand his two daughters
Department of Veterans Affairs in pla
to represent their veterans and prompt
their needs to the federal governmeng
Siptroth’s bill (H.B. 344) has the suppdt
of more than 50 legislators, from eve
region and from both parties.

The bill has been referred to the HoysE
Veterans Affairs and Emergency Pr

needs a Marine Corps is to fight and
ary.

DID YOU KNOW ..

The primary goal of Marine Corps leadership is to instill in all Marines
that we are warriors first. The only reason the United States of America

,the news with tightlipped smiles.

win war. Everything else is second-
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GENUARDI Markets Receipt Form

Clip it and forward to the address shown. Contact

Past Commandant Don Parzanese Sfor anz additional information.

Sign Up Now.

Start Earning Today!

Use one of these easy methods to sign up:
---Visit www.escrip.com
---Contact your local organization
---Fill out this form and mail it to eScrip

Group list /s avallable at the Customer Service Desk, or visit
www.escrip.com to find your school or group’s eScrip /D number.

Central Bucks Det. Group ID*
Marine Corps League 1512379860

Last Name*

First Name*

Address*

City* State*

Zip Code*

Email Address

Phone Number

Genuardi’s Club Card Number

Signature
*Required Information

Send the completed form to:
eScrip, PO Box 6988, Auburn, CA 95604

a1
Communmy CasH Back

P ﬂ'SL‘ﬁp

For complete program information, visit

WWW.escrip.com
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USMC TRIVIA

HOW TO PROPERLY . QUIZ
~ 5 N N
“II‘JAI{ l{lBB“NS 1. Name the Marine officer who served as techhical
AN]) l‘lEl)ALS advisor for the movie "Platoon."

2. Which Marine regiment conducted the succepsful
"Operation Starlight" in Vietnam?
* No pins, medals or any other devices shalllpe] 3. What is the defensive mission of the Marine fifle
worn on the MCL Cover other than the EQA.| squad? _ _ _
* Either DOD or MCL ribbons to be worn one 4, Idgntlfy two riot control agents which are confid-
eighth inch above the left breast pocket of white ered irritant agents.

) . 5. Which Continental Marine unit was identified as
short sleeve aviator shirtDO NOT INTER- "Gooch's Marines?"

MIX! Answers in Next Month's Newsletter
* Shooting badges will not be worn with MCL
ribbons. ANSWERS TO LAST MONTH'S QUIZ
* MCL Ribbons ONLY on the MCL Ceremo- 1. The male Marine long-sleeve shirt should hdve a
nial Uniform (khaki shirt) ). No DOD ribbor}s | tolerance of plus or minus 1/2 inch.
or Shooting Badges to be worn. 2. The U.S. Marines fought in Korea for five yedrs.

* Miniature medals may be worn on the| 3. The U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis was eptab-

Blazer as part of the MCL Formal Unifoqn | lished October 10, 1845. _
(tuxedo shirt, bow tie) 4. The IRAM manual contains guidelines for asgign-

* ing conduct and proficiency marks.
I\_]zré;kee:nedals may be worn on the MCL Mgss 5. A Marine may refuse a Summary Court-Martial.
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Application for Membership

Marine Corps League

(Date)
Name
Street City State Zip
Date of Birth / / Date of Enlistment/Commissioning
Date of Discharge/Separation/Retirement SSN
Type of Application -- New ( ) Renewal () Associate () Phone ( )
E-mail:

| hereby apply for membership in the CENTRAL BUCKS DETACHMENT , Marine Corps League, and enclose $30.00 for one
year's membership (which includes subscription to MARINE CORPS LEAGUE MAGAZINE ).

| hereby certify | have served as a U.S. Marine for more than 90 days, the character of my service has been honorable and,
if discharged, | am in receipt of an Honorable Discharge. By signature on this application, | hereby agree to provide proof
of Honorable Discharge/service upon request.

(Sponsor - where applicable) (Applicant’s Signature)

Remit this form with check or money order (made payable to CENTRAL BUCKS DETACHMENT, MCL)

o CENTDAL DLICKC DETACLMENT D A Doy 1279 Noulactaa, DA 10001 1279
g Y

CENTRAL BUCKS DETACHMENT, Inc.
P. O. Box 1372
Doylestown, PA 18901-1372

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

"ONCE A MARINE, ALWAYS A MARINE”




