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What’s So Special About Marines?

Idon't know who penned this; even if you
have seen some or all of this before, its a
good read.

Ask a Marine what's so special about
the Marines and the answer would be "Es-
prit de Corps", an unheipful French
phrase that means exactly what it looks
like - the spirit of the Corps, but what is
that spirit, and where does it come from?

The Marine Corps is the only branch
of the U.S. Armed Forces that recruits
people specifically to fight.

The Army emphasizes personal devel-
opment (an Army of One), the Navy
promises fun (let the journcy begin), the
Air Force offers security (its a great way
of life).

Missing from all the advertisements is
the hard fact that a soldier's lot is to suf-
fer and perhaps to die for his people, and
take lives at the risk of his/herown. Even
the thematic music of the services reflects
this evasion.

The Army's Caisson Song describes a
pleasant country outing. Over hill and
dale, lacking only a picnic basket.

Anchors Aweigh, the Navy's celebra-
tion of the joys of sailing, could have been
penned by Jimmy Buffet.

The Air Force song is a lyric poem of
blue skies and engine thrust. All is joy-
ful, invigorating, and safe.

There arc no land mincs in the dalcs
nor snipers behind the hills, no subma-
rines or cruise missiles threaten the ocean
jaunt, no bandits are lurking in the wild
blue yonder.

The Marines Hymn, by contrast, is all-
combat. We fight our Country's battles,
First to fight for right and freedom, we
have fought in every clime and place
where we could take a gun, in many a
strife we have fought for life and never
lost our nerve.

The choice is made clear. You may join
the Army to go to adventure training, or
join the Navy to go to Bangkok., or join
the Air Force to go to computer school.
You join the Marine Corps to go to War!

But the mere act of signing the enlist-
ment contract conlers no status in the
Corps.

The Army recruit is told from his first
minute in uniform that "your in the Army
now", soldier. The Navy and Air Force
enlistees are sailors or airmen as soon as
they get off bus at the training center.

The new arrival at Marine Corps boot
camp is called a recruit, or worse, but
nevera MARINE. Not yet, maybe never.
He or she must earn the right to claim
the title of UNITED STATES MARINE,
and failure returns you to civilian life
without hesitation or ceremony.

Recruit Platoon 2210 at San Diego,
California trained from October through
December of 1968. In Viet Nam the
Marines were taking two hundred casu-
alties a week, and the major rainy season
operation Meade River, had not even be-
gun. Yet Drill Instructors had no qualms
about winnowing out almost a quarter of
their 112 recruits, graduating eighty-one.

(MARINES, Page 4)



~ COMMANDANT’S COLUMN

Marines,

Duc to the bad wcather the January
meeting was not as well attended as
usual. As hard as I try to schedule nice
weather, somebody keeps messing up
my order. Oh well, it was a good meet-
ing anyway.

We swore Steve Cupitt in as our new-
est member in January. He has been to
the last 3 or 4 meetings and turned in all
his paper work and money back in No-
vember. We finally got the chance to
make it official. Welcome him at the
February meeting, if you missed him this
month. We also named the Nominating
Committee for this year. Past Comman-
dant Bob Sundling is the chair of the
committee. If you or someone you know
is interested in running for an office
please get hold of Boband let him know.
Some people might be hesitant to run
because they feel they are not sure of
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what each officer is supposed to do.
Don't let that bother you, all the current
officers will be glad to explain their job
to you. No job in the Detachment is go-
ing to kill you, and we promise not to
shave your head and send you to Iraq if
you mess up. Give il a shot; alter all
you're not getting any younger, so while
you can still remember where and when
we meet why not run for an office. There
are a couple of jobs open that I know of,
they are Sr. Vice Commandant and Pay-
master.

One of our newer members James
Powell has volunteered to run for Jun-
ior Vice Commandant. Our current Se-
nior Vice Commandant Bill Miller is
hoping to move up to Commandant this
year. If we end up with more than one
person running for a position, that's fine,
that's what elections are supposed to be
about. Come to the February meeting
and hear what Past Commandant
Sundling has to say and get involved this
year!

Speaking of Bob Sundling, he in-
formed me that he ran into Paul Caprio,

one of our members, at the Pep Boys
Store in Warminster. Paul said to say
hello to everyone and says he hasn't been
able to get to the meetings due to his
work schedule. Hopefully he'll get a
Wednesday night off sometime and de-
cide to come up and say hello in person.

My wife, Suzanne, was very happy to
receive the award the Detachment voted
to present to her. Although she couldn't
be at the meeting I officially presented
the plaque and the gift certificate when
she got home from work. She got home
a little after 2200 and I was already in
my PJ's, but being a good Marine I didn't
let that stop me from doing my duty, so
I called my son into the room to witness
the presentation, donned my red cover
and in my best Commandant voice I read
the plaque and presented the certificate.
She was truly moved by the grandeur of
the ceremony. She sends her thanks and
says she'll be there at the parades again
this year to feed the troops.

Semper _F'
Bt Ftrre

The Old

I took my son to Las Vegas for a few
days in June to celebrate his 21st birth-
day.

On the return flight, an elderly gentle-
man a few rows in front of us suffered a
"cardiac event."

A number of self proclaimed nurses
on the flight began patting his hand and
calling out his name without effect.

After a few minutes of watching this
man fail to respond and turn a sickly
shade of gray, [ got up and volunteered
my son to help me.

Together we got him down on the deck
of the aircraft and put an oxygen mask
on the man even though he was not
breathing, had no perceptible pulse and
was quite cold.

Before I could begin C-P-R, his wife,
quite scared, nervously asked if [ was a
doctor?

"No ma'am," [ answered, "a corpsman
with The Marines."

"Oh," she said, "my husband was a
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Marine. Is he going to die?"

"No ma'am," | answered with the stock
phrase, "No one dies on this corpsman
without my express permission. What
was your husband's rank?"

She answered "He was a Private at
Guadalcanal in World War IL."

I immediately leaned over the man
and over the engine noise yelled in the
man's ear, "Private, take a deep breath!"

After yelling this two more times, the
man's chest heaved slightly and then he
took a good deep breath. After a few
more good hits on the oxygen mask, he
opened his eyes. Before we landed his
color had returned, he had a good pulse
and had warmed up.

Although still groggy, as he was taken
off the plane on a stretcher by the para-
medics, he grabbed my hand and whis-
pered, "Semper Fi."

P.G. Bradt, HM2(FMF)
Corpsman of Marines



The regular meeting of the Central Bucks Detachment, Inc., of the Marine Corps League of Pennsylvania, Inc., was held January
14, 2004, at the Albert E. Atkinson American Legion Post #210, 315 North St., Doylestown, PA.
There were 12 members present including all officers except the Paymaster, Quartermaster, and Sergeant-at-Arms. Distin-
guished members in attendance included Past Commandants Don Gee and Bob Sundling; Past Commandant of the Depart-
ment of New Jersey Ed Hoth; and Past Commandant and Marine of the Year Budd Pearce.

Sick Call: Paymaster Bob Cody is recuperating at home.
The Minutes of the December Meeting were unanimously approved.

New Member: Marine Stephen Cupitt of Jamison was unanimously accepted for membership.

OFFICER REPORTS

Commandant Budd Pearce reported the Detachment had received communication {rom the Department of Pennsylvania
announcing the Department’s Leadership School for prospective officers or anyone interested in learning more about the League’s
operations and procedures.

Senior Vice Commandant Bill Miller reported about a notice he received concerning a bus trip to Parris Island. The trip is
being co-sponsored by the Liberty Bell Chapter of the 1st Marine Division Association and All Divisions Detachment. He also

reported the Detachment strength at 58 including 23 Life Members, 31 Regular Members and 4 Associate Members. There are
four members delinquent in their dues.

Junior Vice Commandant Don Parzanese Jr. announced he had received the Detachment’s tickets for this year’s Department
Raffle and encouraged all members to do their share in this fund-raising effort.

Adjutant Gary Smith reported he had received no correspondence other than that which had already been announced.

Judge Advocate Bill Jerrom reported he has not received a response from IRS.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

YOUNG MARINES--Young Marines Liaison Bob Sundling, PC, reported the Liberty Young Marines have placed a tempo-
rary moratorium on new members but are still accepting applications.

PUBLIC RELATIONS--The Public Relations Officer set Jan. 20 as the deadline for submitting material for the February
Listen Up!

NEW BUSINESS

Commandant Pearce appointed Past Commandant Bob Sundling as committee chair and Past Commandant Don Gee and
himself as members. Anyone desiring to serve in any office with the Detachment should contact any member of the committee.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Past Commandant Bob Sundling asked the members to remember to bring non-perishable items to meetings to send to troops
overseas as part of the shipments Peggy Sundling sends on a regular basis.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned until Wednesday, February 11, at 7:30 p.m.



MARINES

Note that this was post - enlistment
attrition; every one of those who were
dropped had been passed by the recruit-
ers as (it for service.

But they failed the test of Boot Camp,
and not necessanly for physical reasons;
at least two were outstanding high
school athletes for whom the calisthen-
ics and running were child's play. The
cause of their failure was not in the bi-
ceps nor the legs. but in the spirit. They
had lacked the will to endure the mental
and emotional strain, so they would not
be Marines. Heavy commitments and
high casualties not withstanding, the
Corps reserves the right to pick and
choose.

History classes in boot camp? Stop a
soldier on the street and ask him to name
a battle of World War One. Pick a sailor
at random to describe the epic fight of
the Bon Homme Richard. Everyone has
heard of McGuire Air Force Base. So
ask any airman who Major Thomas
MeGuire was, and why he i1s so com-
memorated.

[ am not carping, and there is no sneer
Jin this cniticism. All of the services have
glorious traditions, but no one teaches
the young soldier, sailor or airman what
his uniform means and why he should
be proud of it. Butask a Marine about
World War One. and you will hear of
the wheat field at Belleau Wood and the
courage of the Fourth Marine Brigade,
5th and 6th Regiments.

Faced with an enemy ol superior num-
bers entrenched in tangled forest under-
growth, the Marines received an order
to attack that even the charitable cannot
call ill - advised. It was insane. Artil-
lery support was absent and air support
had not vet been invented, so the Bri-
gade charged German machine guns
with only bayonets, grenades, and in-
domitable fighting spirit. A bandy-
legged little barrel of a Gunnery Ser-
geant, Daniel J. Daly, rallied his com-
pany with a shout, "Come on you sons a

“bitches, do you want to live forever"?

He took out three machine guns him-
self, and they would give him the Medal
of Honor except for a technicality: he
already had two of them.

French liaison officers, hardened

(From Page 1)

though they were by four vears of trench
bound slaughter, were shocked as the
Marines charged across the open wheat
field under a blazing sun directly into
the teeth of enemy fire. Their action was
anachronistic on the twentieth-century
battlefield; so much so that they might
as well have been swinging cullasses.
But the enemy was only human; they
could not stand up to this. So the Ma-
rines took Belleau Wood.

The Germans called them "Dogs from
the Devil." Every Marine knows this
story and dozens more. We are taught
them in boot camp as a regular part of
the curriculum. Every Marine will al-
ways be taught them! You can learn to
don a gas mask anytime, even on the
plane in route to the war zone, but be-
fore you can wear the Eagle Globe &
Anchor and claim the title you must
know about the Marines who made that
emblem and title meaningful. So long
as you can march and shoot and revere
the legacy of the Corps, you can take
your place in line. And that line is uni-
ficd spirit as in purposc.

A soldier wears branch of service in-
signia on his collar, metal shoulder pins
and cloth sleeve patches to identify his
unit. Sailors wear a rating badge that
identifies what they do for the Navy.

Marines wear only the Eagle, Globe,
and Anchor, together with personal rib-
bons and their CHERISHED marksman-
ship badges. There is nothing on a
Marine's uniform to indicate what he or
she does, nor what unit the Marine be-
longs to. You cannot tell by looking at
a Marine whether you are seeing a truck
driver, a compuler programmer, or a
machine gunner. The Corps explains
this as a security measure to conceal the
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identity and location of units, but the
Marines' penchant for publicity makes
that the least likely of explanations. No,
the Marine is amorphous, even anony-
mous, by conscious design.

Every Marine is a rifleman first and
foremost, a Marine first, lastand always!
You may serve a [our-year enlistment
or even a twenty plus year career with-
out seeing action, butif the word is given
you'll charge across that wheatfield!
Whether a Marine has been schooled in
automated supply, automotive mechan-
ics, or aviation electronics, is immate-
rial. Those things are secondary - the
Corps does them because it must.

The modern battlefield requires the
technical appliances, and since the en-
emy has them, so do we, but no Marine
boasts mastery of them. Our pride is in
our marksmanship, our discipline, and
our membership in a fraternity of cour-
age and sacrifice. "For the honor of the
fallen, for the glory of the dead.” Edgar
Guest wrote of Belleau Wood, "the liv-
ing line of courage kept the faith and
moved ahead.”

They are all gone now, those Marines
who made a French farmer's little
wheatfield into one of the most endur-
ing of Marine Corps legends. Many of
them did not survive the day, and eight
long decades have claimed the rest. But
their actions are immortal. The Corps
remembers them and honors what they
did, and so they live forever.

Dan Daly's shouted challenge takes on
its true meaning - if you lie in the
trenches you may survive for now, but
someday you will die and no one will
carc. If you charge thc guns you may
die in the next two minutes, but you will
be one of the immortals.

All Marines die; some in the red flash
of battle, some in the white cold of the
nursing home. In the vigor of youth or
the infirmity of age, all will eventually
die. But the Marine Corps lives on.
Every Marine who ever lived is living
still - in the Marines who claim the title
today. It is that sense of belonging to
something that will outlive your own
mortality, which gives people a light to
live by and a flame to mark their pass-
ing.

Passed on to a Marine from another
Marine!
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Niagara Falls Man, 105
Named Corps’
Oldest Living Marine

NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y. --Seventy-eight years
have passed since Joseph DiPofi took off his uni-
form, but he has never stopped being a U.S. Marine.

"Once a Marine, always a Marine," the 105-year-
old said last month. "Til [ die."

He has not lost his soldier's conviction about honor
and service to country, and fulfilling the mission.

The United States should finish the job in Iraq,
DiPofi said.

"Stay there," he declares, jabbing a finger to make
the point. "Once we land, we don't get out."

"Don't forget to print that," he tells a reporter, be-
fore returning, with the help of a walker, to his room
at the Niagara Falls Rehabilitation and Nursing Cen-
ter, where he has lived for 11 vears.

After immigrating from Italy at the age of 15,
DiPofi enlisted when he was 23 to give something
back to his new country, his son, John, said.

So poor was DiPofi when he arrived at Ellis Is-
land, he had only women's shoes. For years, he lived
in boxcars and boarding houses, washed dishes and
worked construction.

"The opportunity to be in this country meant so
much and that's why he joined the Marines," John
DiPofi said.

Thosc years as a Marinc, from 1922-1925, "madc
me a gentleman," the elder DiPofi said, his accent
still thick.

On Nov. 10, 2003, DiPofi helped the Marines cel-
ebrate their 228th anniversary by cutting a birthday
cake with a ceremonial sword. It was 81 years to the
day after he enlisted.

DiPofi is believed to be the oldest living Marine,
according to the Corps.

He claimed the title from 104-year-old Eugene Lee
of Syracuse, who was given the designation last
month. Last year, a Florida man of 103 was believed
to be the oldest.

After checking DiPofi's military records and birth
certificate, the Marines said this time they have their
man.

DiPofi worked at Carborundum until retiring at
age 65. He never owned a car and used to walk the
two miles to work, said his son.

"Walking and wine, that was his secret," John
DiPofi said, "although not so much wine any more."

On Veteran's Day, the oldest Marine wore a
veteran's post cap with the words "lifetime mem-
bership" as he reflected on his service.

"It made me somebody. I'm somebody," he said.
"Very proud."

New GENUARDI Markets Receipt Form

Clip it and forward to the address shown. Contact
Past Commandant Don Parzanese Sr. for any additional information.
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Sign Up Naw.

Start Earning Today!

Use one of these easy methods to sign up:
— Visit www.escrip.com
~— Contact your local organization
— Fill out this form and mail it to eScrip

Group list is available at the Customer Service Desk, or visit
www.escrip.com to find your school or group’s eScrip 1D number.

Central Bucks Det. Group ID*
Marine Corps League 151237960

Last Name*

First Name*

Address*

T S ——— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — t— —

City* - State*

Zip Code*

Email Address

Phone Number

Genuardi's Club Card Number

Signature
*Required Information
, Send the completed form to:
eScrip, PO Box 6988, Auburn, CA 95604

CommuNITY CASH BAack

poared by OSCI'ID
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THE BUNKER MILITARY INC. STATE FARM _ i) LEON R. FINCH, SR.
The Old Fashion Army/Navy Store HOME OFCES, LOOMINGTON. 1ol SELECT Realtor (Licensed in PA & NJ)
11 Marchwood Rd. o Country
Exton, PA 19341 SAMUEL G. OATEN Dom%
www.bunkermilitary.com Agent
e-mail: bunkermilitaryus@aol.com 35 North Main Street, P. O. Box 71 e le_'“ Hoaa, Holicong
Chalfont, PA 18914 P. O. Box 664 New Hope, PA 18938
Phone: 610-363-1843 Fax: 610-363-6690 o Tel. (215) 794-5700*Fax (215) 794-7610
Tues.-Thurs: 10-6, Fri: 107, Sat: 9-5 Sun & Mon Closed AT SRR Res. (215) 862-2711
Rosemary C. Loring
- [
e montCoFrmchie RBudget pPrinting
Quality you can afford
Your Full-Service Printing and Copy Shop
Ll SO e o e PN
Tel 215°658"1680 * ital i # Canon Color Coples
R COME ENJOY Sl P
A Franchise of ' A GLASS OF WINE In-House Printing
Femedy Temp, Inc. ON USI # Single or Multi-Color  # Programs
. # Business Cards # Brochures
WITH THE PURHASE + Booklets # Carbonless Forms
OF ANY ENTREE # Stationery * Newsletters
Helons La T » Bindery Services
24 Helens Lane 215) 822-3052 # Folding + GBC/Plastic Coil * Mail
Chalfont, PA 18014 155 S. MAIN STREET oCollsing o Scoring * Tabbing
NEW HOPE, PA 18938 Typesetting & Graphic Design
. . - FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY
Sgt. Dennis Stanislaw PHONE Open Monday thru Friday - 9:00 am - 5:30 pm
B26 N .
o B - 215.862.7044 6 N. Easton Road » Doylestown, PA
Retired 1st February 1971 FAX PHONE FAX
USMCSGT71@aol.com 215.862.7077 215-340-1340  215-340-1564

Don't Monkey Around - (215) 538-0213

TILLEY ,S @“DVE“T’SE* FAX (215) 529-5443

FAMILY RESTAURANT o
“Doylestown’s Favorite Home Cookin” WILLIAM L. WICKELSON

215- -
215-345-7778 ADVERTISING SPECIALTIES " BUSINESS PRINTING

OPEN 7 DAYS “Your Company Name Imprinted
BREAKFAST-LUNCH-DINNER AL
120 Veterans Lﬁne*Dcvlestown, PA 1138 Farm House Ln. Quakeriown, PA 18951
Tarot Readings by Burch & Jones Fﬂ
Gerri Jewelers -~
FULL SERVICE
JEWELERS
215-862-2725
Jewelry Repair * Custom Designing
Ear Piercing * Appraisals * Engraving Fashion Consultant
Watch Repair * Clock Repair * Remounting
TUES-SAT 10:30-6
CLOSED SUN & MON SAL
Evenings By Appointment
10 South Main Street
9 North Main Street*New Hope, PA New Hope, PA 18938
Private Readings, Parties and Events Shop with us 24 hours TEL. 215-862-5010
215-862-3673 www.burchjonesjewelers.com FAX. 215-862-3752
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Application for Membership
Marine Corps League

(Date)

Name

Street City State Zip

Date of Birth I / Date of Enlistment/Commissioning

Date of Discharge/Separation/Retirement . SSN

Type of Application -- New ( )  Renewal ( ) Associate ( ) Phone ( )

E-mail:

| hereby apply for membership in the CENTRAL BUCKS DETACHMENT, Marine Corps League, and enclose $30.00 for one
year's membership (which includes subscription to MARINE CORPS LEAGUE MAGAZINE).

| hereby certify | have served as a U.S. Marine for more than 90 days, the character of my service has been honorable and,
if discharged, | am in receipt of an Honorable Discharge. By signature on this application, | hereby agree to provide proof
of Honorable Discharge/service upon request.

(Sponsor - where applicable) (Applicant's Signature)

Remit this form with check or money order (made payable to CENTRAL BUCKS DETACHMENT, MCL)
to: CENTRAL BUCKS DETACHMENT, P. O. Box 1372, Doylestown, PA 18901-1372

CENTRAL BUCKS DETACHMENT, Inc.
Marine Corps League of Pennsylvania, Inc.
P. O. Box 1372

Doylestown, PA 18901-1372

"ONCE A MARINE, ALWAYS A MARINE”




